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This is all so depressing as we as governors have been here before.. This is the third planning
application over the past few years that has actually threatened the lives of the children at St
Phillips Marsh Nursery. We came to the last planning meeting with some mothers and ‘receptors’
who would be affected, ie very young children, and thankfully the unsafe application and approval
was overturned. It seems amazing that after such a short time a planning application that
increases particulates, increases pollution, increases traffic from heavy lorries, increases smells in
the air, increases the risk of vermin is even considered less than 20m from a Nursery School!
It is obvious from the report that proper measurement of current air quality has not been
undertaken, nor has there been proper consideration of future air quality.

The report shows a compete lack of understanding of families with small children, prams, push
chairs and siblings walking together along a narrow footpath and the risk heavy lorries thundering
past. There is not even consideration for a safe crossing. When I was a head teacher at Air
Balloon I requested a crossing outside the school. I was told very clearly by Bristol City Council
that I would only qualify for one if a child was killed. Is this still the price that we have to pay?

The report omits to consider the presence of a unit for some of the cities most vulnerable children
next to the nursery whose very unpredictability can make their arrival and departure from school a
challenge and a risk.

The dangers are obvious and evidence from London, Ella Aloo-Kissi-Debrah, and Manchester,
The Trees Not Cars court victory against Manchester City Council, should ensure that this
application is quashed. Bristol City Council makes a lot of noise about improving air quality,
fighting for young children and fighting for equality, particularly with regard to ethnicity and
diversity and it would be nice if that noise translated into action and not just bluster and hot air.
It would be interesting for a survey to consider the objections and support regarding the planning
application. As most of the support came from outside Bristol, I wonder how many were written
by directors and leaders of the company making the application??

We have heard a great deal about the exciting plans put forward for the area over recent years,
The Temple Quarter Plan, and others, but due to hesitancy or incompetence by Bristol City
planners nothing has been agreed or put in place. This planning application would scupper all
future plans as who would want to buy, lease, rent or pay student fees for accommodation next to
and affected by a rubbish dump?

Finally we all know that if this application was submitted for Clifton or Redland it would not pass
the first stage. This suggests that the claim of environmental racism could well be true.
I hope that at the final stage Bristol City Council can once again see the bigger picture, stand up
for a poor community and quash this dangerous and under researched application.

Rob Worsfold - Community Governor St Philips Marsh and Cashmore Nursery School.


